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FEDERATION, WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S ROLE 

485. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Premier: 
Will the Premier respond to recent comments in the media about Western Australia’s role in the Federation?  

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
It has been very interesting to read comments in recent weeks on Western Australia’s role in the Federation.  The 
state government has been saying that WA does not get a fair deal from the commonwealth in the distribution of 
funding and the priorities the commonwealth sets in a range of areas.  The commonwealth simply does not 
understand what our state contributes to the nation.  Similar points about Western Australia and the Federation 
have been made by the former Premier, Richard Court.  In a letter to The Australian Financial Review on 19 
August, he wrote -  

Under the Commonwealth Grants Commission mechanism, WA keeps approximately a net 10 per cent 
of its royalty collections, with the remainder redistributed to the other states.  

He pointed out that states such as New South Wales and Victoria should be worrying about where the next 
generation of major offshore energy projects is coming from and how Western Australia can contribute to that.  I 
also quote from Professor Greg Craven, of the Curtin University of Technology, who said on the radio -  

. . . at present, of course, we face the most ruthlessly centralising government in Australia’s history, the 
Howard Government is attacking the states on a very, very wide number of fronts, and it really does 
seem to be quite determined to reduce the states to subservience.   

On the weekend, the leader of the Liberal Party in the upper house, Hon Norman Moore said -  

. . . when you get money coming to the states on. . . and you can only have it if you have a flag pole in 
the front yard of the school . . . then clearly that is an intrusion by the Commonwealth into the 
legitimate responsibilities of the states.  

We see a quite clear understanding of the way in which our Federation is working from Hon Norman Moore, 
Professor Greg Craven and former Premier Richard Court.  But what do we get from the opposition in this 
Parliament, in particular the Leader of the Opposition?  He is nowhere to be heard in a major debate going on 
across Australia.  It is most important that everyone in this Parliament stand up for Western Australia, because 
the commonwealth government needs to know that both sides of politics in Western Australia are concerned 
about the centralising processes that are occurring.  Both sides of politics in Western Australia are concerned 
about the raw deal we are getting, which means that we are unable to reach our potential in the creation of new 
jobs and opportunities for the people of Australia.  I call on the opposition to join with the government and make 
it clear that the current situation is unacceptable, and the future of Australia could be much better if the 
commonwealth gave Western Australia a fair deal in the distribution of resources and the priorities set in 
Canberra.  
 


